
CLEVELAND PLANNING & LANDMARKS COMMISSIONS
CONCEPT DESIGN REVIEW* 

October 06, 2023

*Design update to the previously approved Concept Design (September 01, 2017).



Irishtown Bend Project Supporters:

Irishtown Bend Project Funders:

Irishtown Bend Project Partners:



LOCATION: 	

SCALE: 			 

INVESTMENT: 

PARKING:

SUSTAINABILITY:	
	

TREE PRESERVATION:

PROJECT SUMMARY: 

WEST 25TH STREET BETWEEN FRANKLIN AVENUE & COLUMBUS AVENUE TO THE SOUTH; VETERANS MEMORIAL 
BRIDGE TO THE NORTH; AND THE CUYAHOGA RIVER TO THE EAST.

WHILE NO PARKING WILL BE PROVIDED WITHIN THE PARK BOUNDARIES, THE DESIGN TEAM IS COORDINATING WITH 
THE FRANKLIN AVENUE  & WEST 25TH STREET REDESIGNS TO ADD STREET PARKING SPACES (APPROXIMATELY 17 & 
25 RESPECTIVELY). IN ADDITION, THE DESIGN TEAM IS COORDINATING WITH THE CITY, CLEVELAND METROPARKS,  & 
LUTHERAN HOSPITAL FOR USE OF THEIR EXISTING PARKING AREAS FOR PARK USERS. ALL OF WHICH ARE WITHIN A 
5-10 MINUTE WALK TO THE PARK. 

$40M

SUSTAINABLE FEATURES FOR THE PARK INCLUDE: “GREEN” BULKHEAD ALONG THE RIVER; ECOLOGICAL 
RESTORATION; FLOOD CONTROL & STORMWATER TREATMENT WETLANDS; CARBON SEQUESTRATION THROUGH A 
REFORESTATION PLAN; REDUCTION IN HEAT ISLAND EFFECT; CLIMATE CHANGE-ADAPTIVE PLANT SELECTION; AND 
LOCALLY-SOURCED MATERIALS. 

SITE TREES HAVE ALREADY BEEN REMOVED AS PART OF THE PORT OF CLEVELAND’S RE-GRADING OF THE SITE, 
WHICH IS REQUIRED FOR STABILIZATION. THE STABILIZATION EFFORT WILL BE THE BASE UPON WHICH THE PARK 
IMPROVEMENTS ARE BUILT, INCLUDING A REFORESTATION PLAN THAT WILL ADD APPROXIMATELY 1,000 NATIVE AND 
ADAPTIVE TREES TO THE SITE.  

25 ACRES (EXCLUDING 25TH STREET & FRANKLIN R.O.W. IMPROVEMENTS & OHIO CITY FARM IMPROVEMENTS, 
WHICH ARE BY OTHERS AND UNDER SEPARATE DESIGN REVIEW).





SITE LOCATION & CONTEXT PLAN 



IRISHTOWN BEND PARK SITE BOUNDARY & EXISTING CONDITIONS PLAN

OHIO CITY FARM & RIVERVIEW 
TOWER FRONTAGE REDESIGN  IS 
BEING COORDINATED WITH THE 
PARK DESIGN BUT IS BY OTHERS  

AND NOT INCLUDED IN THIS 
CONCEPTUAL DESIGN REVIEW .

“25 CONNECTS” STREETSCAPE 
PLANNING IS BEING COORDINATED 

WITH THE PARK DESIGN BUT IS BY 
OTHERS AND NOT INCLUDED IN THIS 

CONCEPTUAL DESIGN REVIEW. 

FUTURE CAFE TO BE DESIGNED BY 
OTHERS & TO BE PRESENTED TO 
THE COMMISSION FOR REVIEW 
AND COMMENT AT A FUTURE DATE. 
SHOWN HERE FOR PROGRAM, SCALE, 
SITING, AND MASSING ONLY.



PREVIOUSLY APPROVED CONCEPT PLAN - 2017



2023 DESIGN UPDATE



2007 2008 2009 2016

Irishtown Bend 
International 

Design Competition

Connecting Cleveland Flats 
Plan - 

Lake Link Trail conceived

Land Studio purchases land for the Lake 
Link Trail w/ grant from State of Ohio-

Clean Ohio Fund

The Cleveland Foundation 
Centennial Lake Link Trail 

opens, connecting the Towpath 
Trail to the lakefront!

Transportation for Livable 
Communities  sponsors the 
Irishtown Bend Vision Plan

Irishtown Bend land 
acquisitions begin.

JAN-20

Port of Cleveland begins Irishtown Bend 
Stabilization & Rehabilitation Project in 
collaboration with Land Studio & Ohio 

City Inc. commencing schematic design 
for Irishtown Bend Park

MAY-21

Irishtown Bend 
Committee of 

Champions forms

JUNE-21

Cleveland Metroparks 
opens Wendy Park 

Bridge & Whiskey Island 
Trail! 

JULY-21

Irishtown Bend 
Committee of Champions & 

Block Club 
design update & 

programming charrette

AUG-SEPT-21

Irishtown Bend 
Committee of Champions 

park planning 

OCT-21

Irishtown Bend Public Meeting & 
Committee  of Champions 

Intergenerational Day

AUG-23

Irishtown Bend Stabilization & 
Rehabilitation Project breaks ground

FEB-20

Greater Cleveland Regional 
Transit Authority adopts 
West 25th Street Transit 

Oriented Development Plan 

North Cuyahoga Valley 
Corridor Plan

1992

AUG-25

Port of Cleveland Irishtown Bend Stabilization & Rehabilitation Project - CONSTRUCTION 

AUG-23

AUG-25

IRISHTOWN BEND PARK - CONSTRUCTION 

AUG-27

2017

2013

Port of Cleveland 
commissions geo-technical 

study of hillside stability

SEPT-23

Community Design Review for 
Irishtown Bend Park concept design 

update

OCT-23

Cleveland Planning & Landmarks 
Commissions review Irishtown Bend 

Park concept design update











EQUITY, CLIMATE & TREES



CONNECTING CLEVELAND:  2020 CITYWIDE PLAN
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SLOPE STABILIZATION UPDATE

AREAS WHERE 
EXISTING SLOPES 
WILL BE CUT

AREAS WHERE FILL 
CAN BE PLACED ON 
THE SITE

250,000 CY / 25,000 TRUCK LOADS
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SLOPE STABILIZATION UPDATE

AREAS WHERE 
EXISTING SLOPES 
WILL BE CUT

AREAS WHERE FILL 
CAN BE PLACED ON 
THE SITE



LEVEL-ISH AREAS FOR PROGRAM



CLEAN OHIO OPEN SPACE CONSERVATION PROGRAM OVERLAY

PARCELS ACQUIRED WITH CLEAN OHIO OPEN 
SPACE CONSERVATION PROGRAM FUNDS, 
WHICH LIMIT ACTIVE PROGRAMS.



CITY RIGHTS-OF-WAY & UTILITY EASEMENTS

RE-ALIGNMENT OF FRANKLIN AVENUE



COAL DOCK REMNANT

IRISHTOWN BEND 
ARCHAEOLOGICAL DISTRICT

(NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC 
PLACES BY THE NATIONAL PARK 
SERVICES, DEPARTMENT OF THE 
INTERIOR, 05/25/90)

CLEVELAND & MAHONING RAILROAD TUNNELS

SITE REMNANTS & OPPORTUNITIES FOR INTERPRETATION



COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT (2016 - PRESENT)



COMMITTEE OF CHAMPIONS



COMMITTEE OF CHAMPIONS FEEDBACK

1.	   Multi-generational spaces, especially spaces for teens.
2.	   Inclusive process with open communication for residents to share ideas and to stay informed. 
3.	 Programming for diverse users. Include adult fitness & wellness classes, art classes & supplies,   	

	 markets, and international festivals. 



COMMUNITY PROGRAM CONFIRMATION



RESILIENCY + 
SUSTAINABILITY

CULTURE + 
HISTORY

EQUITABLE ACCESS + 
COEXISTENCE

DOWNTOWN

TREMONT

OHIO CITY 

DETROIT 
SHOREWAY



DESIGN UPDATE



NEIGHBORHOOD GATEWAYS

DETROIT GATEWAY

EAST TRAIL HEAD

NORTH TRAIL HEAD

**

*

*

FRANKLIN GATEWAY



PARK PROGRAMS

RIVER WALK

GREAT LAWN

MARITIME 
THEATER

OHIO CITY FARM

HILLTOP PARK

WETLAND 

IRISHTOWN 
BEND 

CULTURAL 
HERITAGE 

SITE

WELCOME 
CENTER

EAST TRAIL 
HEAD

NORTH TRAIL 
HEAD

BOARDWALK 
& OVERLOOK

**

*

*

HIKING, RUNNING, BIKING, 
BIRDING, & FOREST BATHING

FARM
STAND



SITE STORIES - POTENTIAL LOCATIONS FOR INTERPRETATION & PUBLIC ART

CLEVELAND
LEGENDS

OHIO CITY 
SOCIAL JUSTICE 

MEMORIAL

CUYAHOGA 
RIVER GEOLOGY 

& 
ADENA & 

WYANDOT
HISTORY

ART & 
CULTURE

RESILIENCY & 
SUSTAINABILITY

RIVER, 
INDUSTRY 

& 
SKYLINE

IRISHTOWN
BEND

RESILIENCY 
& 

ECOLOGY

ECOLOGY 
TIME

INNOVATION

BABY FISH

INDUSTRY,
TRAINS & 
BRIDGES

RIVER & 
INDUSTRY

CUYAHOGA RIVER

WEST 25TH ST

DETROIT AVE

COLUMBUS RD

FR
ANKLIN

 AVE

BRIDGE AVE

DETROIT -SUPERIOR BRIDGE



IRISHTOWN BEND PARK
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ITB PARK ENTRY PLAZA W/ VISITOR CENTER, CAFE & 
BOURKE-WHITE OVERLOOK
EVENT LAWN

WETLAND HEALING GARDEN & PIER

MARITIME THEATER

RIVER WALK

CROOKED RIVER PLAY SPACE

HILLTOP PARK

CLEVELAND FOUNDATION CENTENNIAL LAKE LINK TRAIL CONNECTION

GREEN BULKHEAD

ITB CULTURAL HERITAGE SITE

3

8

CUYAHOGA RIVER

WEST 25TH ST

DETROIT AVE

COLUMBUS RD

FRANKLIN
 AV

E

BRIDGE AVE

DETROIT -SUPERIOR BRIDGE

OHIO CITY FARM

RIVERVIEW TOWER

11 COAL DOCK REMNANT

11

12 BOARDWALK

12
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104’ W. 25TH STREET R.O.W
(BY OTHERS)

15’ 
M.U.T.

17’-30’ 
RIVER 
WALK

60’ RIVERBED ST. 
R.O.W

15’ 
M.U.T.

FLEXIBLE EVENT LAWN
(WIDTH VARIES, 108’ MAX.)

RE-GRADED EMBANKMENT
(2.5 : 1 MAXIMUM SLOPE)

SITE SECTION

EX
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G
 G
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IRISHTOWN BEND PARK



PEDESTRIAN & BICYCLE 
CIRCULATION SPLIT AT THE 
RIVERWALK

CONNECT THE LAKE LINK TRAIL

WEST 25TH STREET
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CONNECT TO WEST 25TH STREET

WEST 25TH STREET
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CONNECT TO VETERANS MEMORIAL BRIDGE UNDERCARRIAGE & BRIDGEWORKS
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CONNECT TO OHIO CITY FARM & RIVERVIEW TOWER
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CONNECT TO DETROIT AVENUE ALONG OLD RIVERBED STREET
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CONNECT TO THE REDLINE GREENWAY
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CONNECT BY STAIR UP & DOWN THE HILLSIDE
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CONNECT THE PARK TO PARKING

P

P

P
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100+ SPACES:
5-MINUTE WALK 

TO THE PARK

300+ SPACES:
5-MINUTE WALK 
TO THE PARK

250+ SPACES:
5-MINUTE WALK 
TO THE PARK

WEST 25TH STREET

DE
TR
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IT

 A
VE

NU
E
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IN
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VE.

COLUMBUS RD

500+ SPACES:
1-MINUTE WALK 

TO THE PARK

PROPOSED STAIR 
CONNECTION 
DOWN TO FRANKLIN 
AVENUE. 



HILLTOP PROGRAMS @ ITB PARK

WELCOME MEMORIAL FIT PICNIC PLAY

VIEW FROM PARK TO SAINT JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH & FREEDOM SEEKERS MEMORIAL GARDEN

MARGARET BOURKE-WHITE OVERLOOK & WELCOME CENTER CAFE

GATHER SOCIALIZE

WEST 25TH STREET

DE
TR

O
IT

 A
VE

NU
E



CROOKED RIVER PLAY SPACE @ ITB PARK

WEST 25TH STREET

FR
AN

KL
IN

 A
VE

.

HILLTOP GRILL GARDENADULT 
FITNESS

PLAY

BUS STOP

WELCOME 
CENTER

OHIO CITY FARM

OVERLO
OK

2-WAY CYCLE TRACK

RESTROOM & 
ENTRY PYLON

PORCH 
SWINGS

REALIGNED FRANKLIN AVENUE

EXISTING FRANKLIN AVENUE R.O.W.
2-WAY CYCLE TRACK

BIKE PARKING

BIKE SHARE STATION

(E) FACE OF CURB, TYP. BUS RAPID TRANSIT LANE R.O.W., TYP.
NOTE: R.O.W. IMPROVEMENTS ARE OUTSIDE THE SCOPE OF THIS PROJECT. THE DESIGN TEAM CONTINUES TO COORDINATE WITH THE WEST 25TH CONNECTS BRT PROJECT ON STREETSCAPE IMPROVEMENTS. 



ENTRY PLAZA, CAFE, & WELCOME CENTER

WEST 25TH STREET

DE
TR

O
IT

 A
VE

NU
E

BUS STOP

BRT LANES

CAFE

OUTDOOR DINING

PUBLIC RESTROOMS
BOURKE-WHITE OVERLOOK

CANTILEVERED RAMP 
TO FUTURE BRIDGE 
UNDERCARRIAGE

LAWN TERRACES

FREEDOM SEEKERS MEMORIAL
WEST 25TH R.O.W.

BIKE PARKING & BIKE 
SHARE STATION

2-WAY CYCLE TRACK

(E) FACE OF CURB, TYP R.O.W., TYP.

4.9% MAX.

2.5
:1  

M
AX

.

NOTE: R.O.W. IMPROVEMENTS ARE OUTSIDE THE SCOPE OF THIS PROJECT. THE DESIGN TEAM CONTINUES TO COORDINATE WITH THE WEST 25TH CONNECTS BRT PROJECT ON STREETSCAPE IMPROVEMENTS. 



WEST 25TH STREET & HILLTOP PARK - KEY PLAN FOR VIEWS 1-6
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EXISTING CONDITION



CROOKED RIVER PLAY SPACE @ IRISHTOWN BEND PARK

1



2

CROOKED RIVER PLAY SPACE @ IRISHTOWN BEND PARK



EXISTING CONDITION



HILLTOP GRILL GARDEN @ IRISHTOWN BEND PARK

3



WEST 25TH “COMPLETE STREET” ALONG  IRISHTOWN BEND PARK

4



10’ MIN. 
SIDEWALK 

(NORTH OF CHURCH AVE., THE SIDEWALK IS 
WITHIN THE PARK PROPERTY LINE)

10’ MIN. 
2-WAY CYCLE TRACK

15’ MIN. MULTI-USE TRAIL

4.5’ AMENITY BAND

STREET PARKING BEYOND

R.O
.W

.

KEY DIMENSIONS

4
NOTE: R.O.W. IMPROVEMENTS ARE OUTSIDE THE SCOPE OF THIS PROJECT. THE DESIGN TEAM CONTINUES TO COORDINATE WITH THE WEST 25TH CONNECTS BRT PROJECT ON STREETSCAPE IMPROVEMENTS. 



CAFE AND ENTRY PLAZA

5

NOTE: BUILDING TO BE DESIGNED BY OTHERS & TO BE PRESENTED TO THE COMMISSION FOR REVIEW AND COMMENT AT A FUTURE DATE. SHOWN HERE FOR PROGRAM, SCALE, SITING, AND MASSING ONLY.



CAFE AND LAWN TERRACES

6

NOTE: BUILDING TO BE DESIGNED BY OTHERS & TO BE PRESENTED TO THE COMMISSION FOR REVIEW AND COMMENT AT A FUTURE DATE. SHOWN HERE FOR PROGRAM, SCALE, SITING, AND MASSING ONLY.



MARITIME THEATER, GREAT LAWN, & WETLAND HEALING GARDEN

1 ACRE 
GREAT LAWN

WETLAND HEALING 
GARDEN

+610

SEPARATED BIKE 
LANE

+582

2.5
 : 1

 M
AX

. S
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, T

YP
.

RIVER WALK

CAFE

+610

+586

+610

PICNIC 
GROVE

CULTURAL 
ORCHARD

POLLINATOR 
MEADOW

MARITIME THEATER

+586

INTERPRETIVE RAIL

OUTDOOR DINING

MULTI-USE TRAIL

PUBLIC RESTROOMS

BOURKE-WHITE OVERLOOK

(E) RIVERBED RD.  
R.O.W.

PIER

MEADOW

4.9% MAX.

FEDERAL DOCK LINE



*

GREAT LAWN, & WETLAND HEALING GARDEN - KEY PLAN FOR VIEWS 7-12
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WETLAND HEALING GARDEN - LOOKING NORTHEAST

7



PICNIC GROVE & GREAT LAWN - LOOKING NORTH

8



GREAT LAWN  - LOOKING NORTH

8a



GREAT LAWN - LOOKING NORTH

8b



MARITIME THEATER OVERLOOK - LOOKING NORTHEAST

9



MARITIME THEATER & RIVER WALK - LOOKING NORTH

10



STEEL LEAN RAIL WITH INTERPRETIVE STEEL LEAN RAIL WITH INTERPRETIVE GRAPHICS

INTERPRETIVE LEAN RAIL 



MARITIME THEATER & RIVER WALK - LOOKING WEST

11



RIVER WALK - LOOKING SOUTH

12



KEY DIMENSIONS

DEDICATED, GRADE-SEPARATED, 
2-WAY BIKE LANE

11’ MIN. 

INTERPRETIVE LEAN RAIL

RIVER WALK VARIES 
17’ - 30’

OVERLOOK COUNTER

12



LAKE LINK TRAILHEADS & ITB CULTURAL HERITAGE SITE - KEY PLAN FOR VIEWS 13-15

15
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POTENTIAL UNDER BRIDGE BOARDWALK CONNECTION TO 
2021 CARTER SLOPE STUDY DESIGN (BY OTHERS)

LAKE LINK TRAIL-HEAD -EAST

COLUMBUS ROAD

C
ARTER RO

AD

FR
AN
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 A
VE
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RE
DLIN
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RE

EN
W

AY

SLIDES

RTA  VIADUCT OVERHEAD

RIVER OVERLOOK

POTENTIAL BOARDWALK TO CONNECT ITB 
RIVERWALK TO  PROPOSED  2021 CARTER 

SLOPE STUDY (BY OTHERS)

REALIGNED LAKE LINK TRAIL

LAWN TERRACES

RESTROOM & ENTRY PYLON 

OLD RIVERBED ROAD R.O.W.

FEDERAL DOCK LINE

ITB CULTURAL HERITAGE SITE 

STAIR TRAIL TO WEST SIDE MARKET



LAKE LINK TRAIL-HEAD -EAST



LAKE LINK TRAIL-HEAD -EAST

13



IRISHTOWN BEND CULTURAL HERITAGE SITE



IRISHTOWN BEND CULTURAL HERITAGE SITE



IRISHTOWN BEND CULTURAL HERITAGE SITE - 2023 EXCAVATIONS



IRISHTOWN BEND CULTURAL HERITAGE SITE - PRECEDENTS



IRISHTOWN BEND CULTURAL HERITAGE SITE

NOTE:  ITB MEMORIAL CONCEPT COMMEMORATES THE DOORS OF EACH STRUCTURE THAT ONCE OCCUPIED THE SITE & THE FOOTPRINTS OF KEY STRUCTURES WHERE WE HAVE DISCOVERED ARCHAEOLOGICAL REMNANTS. 
	 INITIAL CONCEPT REQUIRES ADDITIONAL COORDINATION WITH ARCHAEOLOGISTS & INTERPRETIVE TEAM. 14



LAKE LINK TRAIL-HEAD - NORTH



LAKE LINK TRAIL-HEAD - NORTH



LAKE LINK TRAIL-HEAD - NORTH

DETROIT AVENUE

FLEX-COURT SPACE FOR 
BASKETBALL, FOOD TRUCKS, & 

EVENTS

DETROIT SUPERIOR BRIDGE

LAKE LIN
K TRAIL

RIVER WALK

BLEACHER & STAIR

HISTORIC COAL DOCK 
REMNANTS

HISTORIC TUNNEL RE-USE

RESTROOM & ENTRY PYLON

LAKE LINK TRAIL



LAKE LINK TRAIL-HEAD - NORTH

15



IRISHTOWN BEND PARK



THANK YOU.


