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Outline

• Project history

• Residential & commercial 
buildings

• Center Plaza open space 



- Originally permitted for 40 
housing units

- Purchased by Eversource in 2017

- Concerns included proximity to 
school, residential neighborhood

- City Manager called for 
developer proposals to 
accommodate the substation 
elsewhere

Project history



Project history

07 April 2020 – ECPT Meeting [Project Introduction]

15 April 2020 – CRA Board Meeting [Project 
Introduction]

21 April 2020 – Linden Park Neighbors [Project 
Overview]

20 May 2020 – CRA Board Meeting [Preliminary Zoning 
Changes]

17 June 2020 – CRA Board Meeting [Draft MXD Zoning 
Petition]

25 June 2020 – Virtual Open House [Masterplan 
Development]

01 July 2020 – Zoom Open office Hours [Q&A]

15 July 2020 – CRA Board Meeting [Draft KSURP 
Amendment]

22 July 2020 – ECPT Meeting [Eversource Update]

04 August 2020 – ECBA Meeting [Project Overview]

19 August 2020 – Linden Park Neighbors [Project 
Update]

02 September 2020 – Kendall Square Association 
[Project Update]

03 September 2020 – Kendall Residents Association 
[Project Update]

16 September 2020 – CRA Board Meeting [Vote on 
Zoning Petition]

11 November 2020 – CRA/CDD Design Review 
Committee [Project Update]

12 November 2020 – Cambridge Planning Board 
Meeting [Zoning Petition Review]

19 November 2020 – Cambridge Ordinance Committee 
[Zoning Petition Review]

05 January 2021 – Cambridge City Council [Review & 
Q&A]

27 January 2021 – Cambridge Ordinance Committee 
[Financial Review]

03 February 2021 – Cambridge City Council [Zoning 
Petition Approved]

30 March 2021 – Design Review Committee Meeting 
[Review & Q&A]

31 March 2021 – Virtual Open House Community 
Meeting [Review & Q&A]

04 April 2021 – Open Office Hours [Review & Q&A]

14 April 2021 – ECPT Meeting [Review & Q&A]

12 May 2021 – Alliance of Cambridge Tenants [Review & 
Q&A] (expected)

13 May 2021 – Virtual Open House Community Meeting 
[Review & Q&A] (expected)

18 May 2021 – Cambridge Planning Board/CRA Board 
Meeting [Pre-Filing Discussion] (expected)

19 May 2021 – Cambridge Bicycle Committee Meeting 
[Review & Q&A] (expected)
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Project history

• 862,000 commercial GFA 
distributed between 290 & 250 
Binney St (max 250’) 

• 420,000 GFA residential tower on 
Broadway (max 400’)

• High-quality central public space 
and pedestrian connections to 
Volpe/Broadway/Binney



Residential & 
commercial 
buildings



135 Broadway 
Residential 

• 420,000 GFA residential tower on 
Broadway (max 400’)

• Direct Broadway frontage, ground 
floor retail planned 

• All-rental apartments, with 25% of 
building  income-restricted 

• Anticipated unit count 400 – 465 



135 Broadway 
Residential 

• Center Plaza public open space 
located to the north of residential

• Creating connections between 
Center Plaza, Broadway, and Danny 
Lewin Park a key priority 

• Investing in improving pedestrian 
and cyclist access another area of 
focus 



250 & 290 Binney 
Commercial Buildings

• Two lab/office buildings, up to 
250’ in height  

• New underground garage facilities 
beneath each building to replace 
Blue Garage parking 

• Commercial and substation
structurally separated
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Broad Canal Piers Breathing Tree Open – Air Museum / Gallery
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Options for Intake and Exhaust





Questions?



What sorts of retail experiences 
might draw you to Center Plaza?



How can we make Center Plaza 
inviting and flexible?



What sorts of programming or activities might bring 
you to Center Plaza during the winter months?
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